Rahul claims ‘proof of poll fraud’;
EC says ‘back up charges on oath’

JAIL TERM IF EVIDENCE FOUND FALSE'

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Rahul Gandhion
Thursday alleged a “huge cri-
minal fraud” in polls was be-
ing perpetrated through a
“collusion” between BJP and
EC, citing a Congress study
that claimed the addition of
fake voters in an assembly
segment led to BJP winning
the Bangalore Central Lok
Sabha constituency in 2024.
Makingapresentationata
presser, healsoalleged assem-
bly elections in Maharashtra

FULL COVERAGE: P 11

with BJP —Rahul Gandhi

“ | want the nation to know that
this (voter manipulation) is a
crime against the Constitution and
Indian flag. EC does not provide us
data because it (fraud) is happening
across the country. EC is colluding

Chief electoral officers of

tell Rahul to substantiate his
claims on oath so that they
can be investigated. Remind
him that presenting false
evidence will invite jail term

Karnataka, Maharashtra & Hry

Rahul Gandhi at a press
conference on Thursday

and Haryana were “stolen”
through voter manipulation.
He claimed to have discerned
a pattern of BJP winning LS
seats by sweeping a solitary
assembly segment.

The chief electoral offi-
cers of Karnataka, Mahara-
shtra and Haryana asked the
Congress MP to back up his

claims. They told him that ne-
cessary action would be initi-
ated if he repeats his claims
on oath, declaring them to be
“true to the best of his know-
ledge and belief”.

In separate letters to him,
all three asked him tosignand
give his “declaration” imme-
diately “along with the name

(s) of such elector(s) so that
proceedings can be initiated”.
If the evidence sought from
Rahul is found false, it shall in-
vite a jail term of up to three
years under Section 227/229
of BNS and up to a year’s im-
prisonment under Section 31
of Representation of the Peo-
ple Act, 1950, they said.
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